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Biological anthropologists have long been interested 
in the evolution of diseases and their impact on the 
course of human evolution itself. Recently, biological 
anthropologists have combined their unique evolution- 
ary perspective with that of human geneticists for 
studying disease etiology. This merger allows both dis- 
ciplines the opportunity to use newer, more sophisti- 
cated genetic analytic techniques. Genetics, Evolution, 
and Disease explores the interface between biological 
anthropology and genetic disease research. The impor- 
tance of an evolutionary perspective in the application of 
current analytical methods to problems in genetics, 
genetic epidemiology, and physical anthropology is 
reviewed in this volume. 

Genetics, Evolution, and Disease presents an up-to- 
date survey of a variety of statistical and genetic meth- 
ods applied to population and family data. Chapters in 
this volume concentrate on the interplay of biology and 
culture in the distribution of genetic disease, and the 
evolutionary implications of genetic disease. 


Specific areas of interest include: 


e A population-based approach for the study of disease 
distribution and etiology. 

¢ The method of path coefficients to assess risk factors 
in coronary heart disease. 

¢ The utilization of genetic analytic techniques. 

¢ The study of disease distribution and etiology within an 
evolutionary framework. 

¢ The interaction between human culture and infectious 
agents on the increase in frequency of genes predis- 
posing to disease states. 

e The relationship of shifts of Pima Indian cultural prac- 
tices as they affected the development of diabetes 
mellitus. 

¢ The genetic, environmental, and cultural effects on 
high blood pressure. 

¢ Wet dry cerumen polymorphism found in different 
racial groups as an indicator of predisposition to breast 
cancer. 

° The use of a polymorphic HLA system for analyzing 
disease associations and evolutionary patterns. 


Genetics, Evolution, and Disease will interest 
graduate students, researchers, and professionals in 


physical anthropology, human genetics, and genetic 
epidemiology. 
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